Astronomer’s Workshop

Preparing for the 2009 Journey Through the Universe Program

October 17, 2008 from 10am-Noon
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Nearly four hundred years ago, Galileo’s observations of the heavens forever and profoundly altered the way we view our place in the Universe.  Among many influential observations he made with the newly invented telescope, he observed that our Moon’s surface is not smooth, but covered with countless impact craters.  He measured our Sun’s rotation by monitoring sunspots moving across its face.  Galileo demonstrated that the planets orbit our Sun by observing that the planet Venus shows Moon-like phases, which could only occur if it orbits the Sun.  He also observed four moons orbiting the planet Jupiter once and for all disproving the widespread notion that Earth was the center of all celestial motions.  He dramatically increased our thinking about the size of the known Universe by using his telescope to reveal that there are thousands more stars than had ever been thought to exist before.  Taken together, Galileo and his telescope initiated one of the most important scientific revolutions in history.
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In 2009, professional astronomers across the Big Island will have a chance to use astronomy to engage and excite school children of all ages.  This two-hour workshop will show Big Island astronomers how to become involved in the 2009 United Nations declared International Year of Astronomy (IYA) and the Hilo-based Journey Through the Universe program.  Specific examples of learning activities consistent with the IYA focus will be described and strategies for successful classroom visits will be provided.  Please plan to join us for this awareness building seminar to make Hawai‘i one of the best places to celebrate the 2009 International Year of Astronomy and to make the February 2009 Journey Through the Universe Program the most memorable ever!
For further information contact Janice Harvey, jharvey@gemini.edu

Hilo Journey Through the Universe Web Site:  http://www.gemini.edu/journey

